COURSE OUTLINE
Title:
Clinical Pharmacology IA
Course Number:  NRS-230A 


Credits:  1


Date: 
Summer 2009
Institution:
Clackamas Community College

Outline Developed by:
Nursing Faculty- Carol Thorn, Department Chair, Sue Bradbury, Barb 
Cannon, Carol Dodson, Sarah Morris, Nicole Reilly, Heather 

Schlessman, Karen Schneider, and Michelle Smith.
Type of Program: 
Occupational Preparatory
Course Description:  
Introduces the theoretical background that enables students to provide safe and effective care related to drugs and natural products to persons throughout the lifespan. Students will learn to make selected clinical decisions regarding using current, reliable sources of information, monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of drug therapy, teaching persons from diverse populations regarding safe and effective use of drugs and natural products, intervening to increase therapeutic benefits and reduce potential negative effects, and communicating appropriately with other health professionals regarding drug therapy. Drugs are studied by therapeutic or pharmacological class using an organized framework.

Course Objectives:   
· Introduce the students to the theoretical background regarding safe effective care related to drugs and natural products
· Prepare the students to deliver medications safely to clients across the lifespan
· Facilitate the students’ learning by providing an environment that fosters development of critical thinking skills in relation to medication administration
· Introduce students to mathematics needed to safely determine the dosage of medication 

Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to
· Identify safe practices/principles in relation to medication administration to clients across the lifespan.

· Understand pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics
· Utilize current, reliable sources of information when making decisions regarding medication administration
· Perform mathematic problems related to the safe delivery of medications
· Demonstrate understanding of physiological conditions that affect medication administration, absorption and effect.
Length of Course:
11 lecture hours
Grading Method:
Letter Grade (A-F)
Prerequisites:   
Restricted to students admitted to the WIIN Program for foreign-educated 



nurses.  Students must meet OSBN language assessment requirement. 



Students must receive a satisfactory credential evaluation from an OSBN 



approved credential evaluation service.

Required Texts: 
Deglin, J., & Vallerand, A. (2007). Davis’s drug guide for nurses, (10th 



ed.).  Philadelphia, PA: F.A. Davis. 




Lilley, L., Harrington, S., & Snyder, J. (2007). Pharmacology and the 



Nursing process. (5th ed.). St. Louis, MO: Elsevier
Major Topic Outline: 
· Safe, effective care related to drugs and natural products
· Reliable resources for information regarding medication administration
· Pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics
· Physiological considerations of medication administration
· Polypharmacy, life span considerations
· Cultural, legal and ethical considerations
· Immunomodulators
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